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Rhetoric Courses

RHET 101 Public Speaking (4)

Study of the principles, precepts, and strategies of informative, persuasive, and ceremonial speaking. Emphasis is placed on assessing
the rhetorical situation and researching, composing, practicing, and delivering a speech. Ethical, political, and social questions raised by
speaking in public are considered. Students deliver speeches, practice effective listening, and serve as speech critics and interlocutors.

RHET 201 Introduction to Rhetoric (4)

Topical survey of the major questions and controversies in rhetorical theory, criticism, and practice, including rhetorical situations,
classical canons of rhetoric, the role of rhetoric in civic life, and the relationship of rhetoric to power, politics, law, education, and
ethics. Students consider the rights and responsibilities of speakers and critics. Accordingly, readings include selections from a wide
array of rhetorical theorists and critics as well as a diverse and open canon of orators and speakers.

RHET 220 Teaching Speaking and Listening (1)

In this survey of the expectations for successful speaking across several disciplines, students will explore the techniques, strategies, and
precepts peer and professional tutors may employ to help student speakers and listeners attain their goals. Participants will examine
samples of student speaking and listening, discuss possible responses, and develop model interactions between and among tutors and
students. Prerequisite: Only open to Speaking and Listening tutors.

RHET 311 U.S. Public Address I: 1620-1865 (4)

History and criticism of American speeches and rhetorical texts. The course examines a broad range of historical and rhetorical factors
that influenced the creation and reception of speeches from the colonial period through the end of the Civil War, focusing not only on
the political, religious, legal, and social exigencies to which speeches responded but also on the place of those rhetorical texts in U.S.

public controversies.

RHET 312  U.S. Public Address II: 1865-Present (4.)

History and criticism of American speeches and rhetorical texts. The course examines a broad range of historical and rhetorical factors
that influenced the creation and reception of speeches from the Civil War to the present, focusing not only on the political, religious,
legal, and social exigencies to which speeches responded but also on the place of those rhetorical texts in U.S. public controversies.



